
Violence & Injury 
Prevention Criteria #2 

 
 
Assure all playground areas meet Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) standards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definition: It is well documented that schools with safer playground equipment and shock-
absorbing surfacing have lower rates of student injury. The State Office of Risk Management 
recommends all schools follow CPSC playground standards. For this criteria, work with your 
school to ensure that playgrounds meet those standards.  
 
Resources 
 
Local Health Department 

Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Standards 
 http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/325.pdf 

 
Supervision Guidelines for Playgrounds 

 
http://www.playgroundsafety.org/elementary/tips.htm  

 
Safe Use of Playground Equipment 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/outdoor/playground.html 
 
Playground Injuries: Fact Sheet 

http://www.health.utah.gov/vipp/pdf/SIRplayground_2005.pdf 
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Assignments 

 
 

V I Prevention #2

School Coordinator Assignments 
• Use CPSC guidelines (http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/325.pdf) to assess the safety of 

your school’s current playground equipment 
• Based on the assessment, prepare a plan to repair or replace equipment and surfacing 

that do not meet safety standards 
• Form a committee to develop playground supervision guidelines; Get help at  

http://www.playgroundsafety.org/elementary/tips.htm  
• Train students how to safely use playground equipment; Get help at 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/outdoor/playground.html 
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